World War 1 and the Lickey Hills
6. Building case study – Teacher’s Notes
***PLEASE EXERCISE CAUTION WHEN STANDING ON THE ACCESS ROAD
SIDE OF THE BUILDING AS VEHICLES PASS REGULARLY ***
In this case study pupils are being asked to consider how the building, now used as
the SCHOOL ROOM, was used during WW1. How it has changed since it was first
built and why has it survived?

1. Pupils should look at the map showing the plan view of the original building to
consider whether it is the same or has changed.

It is not the same shape – part at the rear of it has been lost/demolished.

2. Pupils should be asked to look very carefully at the exterior of the building and
record the changes they can see on each elevation (side) by drawing and
labelling on the template of the building.
Many changes have been made, particularly at the rear and road side of the building.
On the Warren Lane side of the building there is a blocked-up door (now a window).
On the short side without windows there is evidence of a blocked-up door (lintel
remaining). If the corner nearest the Ranger’s Mess is examined carefully, there is
evidence of demolition, (bricks are cut and rough) especially near the ground.
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Of interest: finger prints left on the bricks (an example is in line with the window sill see note on elevation) were made by small fingers (possibly women/children) lifting
the brick during their manufacture which could well have been at one of the many
local brickworks e.g. in Rubery, Blackwell or Alvechurch.

3. Pupils can be asked to suggest the purpose of the building during WW1.
It is not known exactly what the building was used for during WW1.
There is some anecdotal evidence that it was an Engine room, possibly providing the
site with electric power and/or for charging accumulators (batteries). Note the
ceramic insulators at the apex of the roof above the door. The age of the insulators is
not known but it is possible that they were in use during WW1.
This building was certainly used as an engine house at some time as we have
confirmation from people who worked or visited there during the second half of the
20th Century.
There is photographic evidence that the demolished part of the building was made of
brick. It probably housed machinery and also included a fuel store. This adds weight
to the idea that it was an engine house.

4. Pupils can be asked to suggest why changes to the building have
happened/been made.
The demolished element of the building might have deteriorated to the point they
were removed if not needed (the rear portion for example). Also, it might have been
removed for safety as the door opened onto the main access road, Warren Lane.
The remaining part of the building might have fallen into dis-repair but it was decided
to renovate rather than demolish (new windows, new lintels, new bricks under roof,
new roofing).

5. Pupils can be asked to suggest why this building (together with the other
remaining buildings) have survived even though they are not listed or
protected.
Probably because it was useful. First as an Engine House to provide power. Later,
by the Park’s Police and other park staff and currently by the Ranger Service as a
room for schools and other groups.
The toilet block was used as public conveniences up until the later part of the 20th
Century.
The smaller building is currently used as a staff room by the Ranger Service.
It is possible to see the remains of another building (in front of the door to the School
room) in the form of bricks in the ground, leading to the road and disappearing under
the planted bed. This was probably demolished to give better access to the area now
occupied by the Visitor centre which was built in the 1990s.
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Original
lintels

Insulator indicates
that this building
supplied and /or
received electricity

Window now in loft
space indicates that
there was no ceiling at
one time

Replaced sills with
deeper windows

New roof
New/
additional or
replaced
bricks under
roof
New
window
where door
used to be
Replaced sills and lintels
Door
threshold
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Lintel indicating
where blocked
up door was

Other subtle
signs of the rear
portion of this
building being
demolished

Rough bricks cut
when rear portion
of building was
demolished

New Roof

Replaced sills and lintels

New/
additional
or replaced
bricks
under roof

Search for finger
prints here
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