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Future Events

Litter Pick

The Spring Litter pick will take place on Saturday 18 April as mentioned in the previous Newsletter. We
will meet at 10.00am at the Visitor Centre in Warren Lane. The session will last about two hours.

Please join us on the 18th for as long as you can manage to help collect litter in and around the Country
Park. Paid litter pickers and the many volunteers who collect litter do a fantastic job but there is always
more that can be done. The litter hot spots tend to be in and around the car parks and on roads bordering
the Country Park. Please wear appropriate footwear and clothing. Litter pickers, sacks and gloves will be
provided.

This year, we have chosen 18 April for our Spring Litter Pick as it is the ‘Day
of Local Activities for Nature, Parks and Green Spaces’.

The day aims to promote the vital importance of nature and greenspaces for
all members of the community. It is planned that groups and communities
from all parts of the UK will be taking part in this day of action.

Hth Apeit 2006 The purpose is to ‘demonstrate that people care about the natural world and

want to see it protected and restored’.

Heritage Orchard Information Board

Lickey Hills Country Park

Heritage Orchaid = Work on the board is now virtually complete and it is
planned to unveil it in the not too distant future. The
date is still to be finalised but once it has been
confirmed, you will be informed by a flyer.

The new board is awaiting final proof reading before it
is made. Fortunately, the supporting stand is sound
and will be reused.

As the photograph opposite shows, the current
board is well past its ‘sell by date’. It is out of
date as various changes have been made over
the years — especially with new trees being added
to the orchard.

It has also been ravaged by the elements and so
a new board is certainly needed.
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Balsam Bashes

You may well recall that last year, the Society organised some
14 sessions to remove Himalayan balsam, both in the Country
Park and in neighbouring Cofton Park.

This is an on-going task and we are planning to have sessions
on Saturday mornings starting when there is sufficient growth
and will run throughout June, July and August. The sessions
will start at 10.00am and finish around 12.00pm. We will
meet at the Visitor Centre.

A member of the Society’s committee will be present at each
session. Please wear gloves and appropriate footwear.

The balsam is a fast growing pink plant which grows rapidly and can be 2m tall. It grows best in damp
conditions where it crowds out native species. It has an explosive seed capsule, which scatters seeds over
a distance of up to 7metres, hence the need for removal to try and prevent further spreading. Fortunately,
it is easy to pull out by hand as it is shallow rooting.

This is an opportunity for you to get involved: Can you please help at one or more of the sessions? We
would certainly be grateful for your support.

Recent Events

Heathland Clearance

The final clearance session took place on Saturday 14
March. As can be seen from the photo, the weather was
perfect and 14 members and friends took part in the
clearance.

This was the sixth monthly session organised by the
Society (unfortunately the January session was cancelled
due to extreme weather). All sessions took place on
Cofton Hill where an extensive area was cleared of birch
saplings and other intrusive vegetation.
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Mulching Session

A mulching session took place in the Heritage Orchard on Saturday 21 March.

Ranger Jim, giving instructions to some
of those who took part in the session.
The group included three young lads
who were working on their Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award programme. They
were extremely hard working and were
fully involved in the session.

The Society had purchased a large
number of bags of farmyard manure for
both the Heritage Orchard and the
Rose Hill Orchard. Both orchards had
perhaps been somewhat neglected in
recent years and it is hoped that they
will benefit from the mulching.




The photo shows that mulching had
taken place on many of the trees in
the orchard. The first step was to
make a circle about a stride (a
metre) away from the trunk of the
tree. Around this circle, the soil was
raised slightly to allow the easy
penetration of moisture and
goodness from the manure. A layer
of manure was then spread around
the tree.

The thinking behind this process is
that roots closer to the trunk support
the tree whilst newer roots away
from the trunk draw in the nutrition
and benefit from the mulching.

As always, many thanks to everyone who supported these important practical events.

The mulching in the Rose Hill Orchard was undertaken by members of the Habitat Heroes, to whom
grateful thanks.

Waymarking

Committee members have been busy in the County Park waymarking various
trails. These have included the Bluebell, Squirrel and Woodpecker Trails.

Some of the old signs have been replaced and new ones added to help make the
trails easier to follow.

Whilst there is still work to be done, a start has been made which is a positive.

News from the Country Park

Car Parking Charges

A few weeks ago, we learned that charges were planned to be introduced in April. The latest news that we
have is that charges will be introduced in June. Hopefully, before then, work will take place on the surfaces
of the Beacon Hill and Old Rose & Crown car parks. At the moment, both car park surfaces are ‘littered’
with pot holes, some of which are huge.

If you have driven down Warren Lane recently, it is also suffering from the huge number of pot holes.
Hopefully the road will be resurfaced in the not too distant future.

The Bilberry Centre
There have been no further developments since the last Newsletter.

Café at the Visitor Centre

Members will be aware that the café opened on 1 April, just in time for Easter. It has proved to be very
popular with many visitors over the recent Easter weekend.

The café is serving a wider range of food and drinks than the previous café.

Current opening hours are weekdays 9.30am to 5.30pm, weekends and Bank Holidays 9.00am to 5.30pm

Payments at the café can be made with cash, card or phone.



Habitat Heroes

The Heroes continue to meet weekly to do vital work in the Country Park

The four wheeled trolley shown in the photo above
and provided by the Society, is proving to be
invaluable in supporting the work done by the
Heroes.

Photo opposite - note the depth of the hole that had
to be dug to remove the concrete blocks. This was
not expected when work began.

One job completed recently was the repositioning of
the picnic bench in the Heritage Orchard. The area
around the bench had been worn down over the years
and was very uneven.

The bench has only been moved a metre or two but a
large amount of work was involved. Firstly, the angle
irons anchoring the bench were attached to large
blocks of concrete which proved a challenge to
remove. Secondly, a large amount of earth had to be
removed to ensure the new site for the bench was
level. Finally, matting was laid to protect the site
immediately around the bench.

Sy

The repositioned picnic bench - the result of a hard
day’s work

Repairing the steps below the Heritage Orchard.

Photos: Nina & Stuart Smith

The Heroes who worked on the positioning of the picnic bench and repairing the steps.



Lickey Community Group

A new Tree for the Rose Hill Orchard

Members of the Lickey Community Group recently
donated a ‘Heron’ plum tree for the Rose Hill Orchard.
It is a variety native to Worcestershire producing eating
plums and it is the second such tree in the orchard.

The tree marks the 25" Anniversary of the LCG
Pictured: Mike Adams, Keith Woolford, Steve Hinton —
Senior Ranger, Roy and Sue Hughes — LCG members.

Photo: Simon Woolford

Membership Renewal 2026

Many thanks to those members who have renewed their membership of the Society for the coming year.

The membership rates for the coming year are remaining the same as in previous years, namely:
Ordinary Membership: £5.00 Senior Citizen & Junior Membership (under 18): £4.00
Household Membership (all members living at the same address): £8.00

You may wish to pay direct by internet banking and save on postage:
The details are: Lickey Hills Society Sort Code: 20-98-61 Account no 00832332

Cheques should be made payable to, The Lickey Hills Society, and sent to:

To renew membership:

I / We enclose my / our subscription of £......... plus a donation of £.........
Name ..., Signature ... Date ......cccecenenn
AGANESS .t Phone ....................

If you wish to receive copies of the Newsletter by email please include your e-mail address below

The Membership Secretary, Mrs B Carlson, 30 Beacon Hill, Rubery, Birmingham B45 9QP.

What’s On
Lickey Hills Society 2026
Saturday 18 April 2026 Spring Litter Pick Visitor Centre
10.00am Meet at the Visitor Centre Warren Lane, B45 8ER
Date to be determined Balsam Bash Visitor Centre
10.00am Meet at the Visitor Centre Warren Lane, B45 8ER
Events organised by the Lickey Hills Local
History Society
Tuesday 21 April ‘The Working Countryside’ Trinity Centre - B45 8ES
7.00 for 7.30 start Robin Hill £4.00 for non LHLHS members
The rural past of the West Midlands captured by
the cameras of the time
Tuesday 19 May 2026 ‘The History of Aston’ Trinity Centre - B45 8ES
7.00 for 7.30 start Jim Harrison £4.00 for non LHLHS members
From the Holte Family to the present day —
a fight and a pint!







