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Future Events 

Balsam Bashes 

The final Balsam Bash this summer will take 
place on Saturday 29th August in the Country 
Park.  We will meet at the Visitor Centre in 
Warren Lane at 10.00am.  As most Balsam has 
been removed in the Country Park, the session 
will be much shorter than usual.  If the School 
Room is available, light refreshments will be 
served as a ‘thank you’ to all the volunteers 
who have taken part in the sessions throughout 
the summer. 
 

The team who took part in the final Cofton Park session on Saturday 22 August             Photo: Mike Burden 

As previously, participants are advised to wear gloves and appropriate footwear.  Long sleeves are 
advisable too and no shorts!  

The Society has been organising Balsam Bashes for many years and for most of that time they have taken 
place in the Country Park.  As a consequence, there are now limited patches where the balsam thrives but 
these do tend to be in more challenging locations!  Nevertheless, it is encouraging to see the years of hard 
work have been well worthwhile. 

This year, thirteen sessions were planned in June, July and August.  Unfortunately, one had to be cancelled 
due to a Red Heat Alert.  All other sessions have taken place as planned and we would like to thank all of 
the volunteers; members, families and friends who have given freely of their time to take part in this year’s 
Balsam Bashes. 

Autumn Litter  

The Autumn Litter Pick will take place on Saturday 3rd October.  We will meet at the Visitor Centre 
(B45 8ER) in Warren Lane at 10.00am and the litter pick will last for approximately 2 hours. The event is 
held at this time of the year with the hope that there will not be too much leaf fall which can ‘hide’ the litter. 

The Society has been holding Litter Picks for many years to help keep the Country Park looking as clean 
and tidy as possible.  Thanks to the work of the many volunteers, amounts of litter in the Country Park are 
generally quite low but there is always work to be done.  There are always ‘hot spots’ of litter, in the vicinity 
of the car parks and along the roads bordering the Country Park. 
 
Please join us for as long as you can manage; the event will finish at 12.00.  You will need to wear 
appropriate clothing and footwear and please bring your own gloves.  Litter pickers and sacks will be 
provided. 
 

Annual General Meeting 
 

The Society will be holding its 41st AGM on Saturday 21st November 2026, starting at 2.00pm in the 
School Room close to the Visitor Centre in Warren Lane.   
 



The AGM will include a presentation of the Society’s activities over the last 12 months and an audited 

account of the Society’s finances.  The AGM will be followed by refreshments. 

Further details will be published in the next Newsletter. 
 

Recent Events 

Heritage Orchard Information Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The new Information Board was unveiled at the end of May and it has met with a very positive response.  
The previous board had been damaged by the weather and it was out of date due to changes that had 
taken place over the years, especially with new trees being added to the orchard. 

 

All aspects of the new board have been updated and it 
now provides both accurate information and a plan of the 
orchard.  Many thanks to everyone who took part in this 
project and especially to Keith and Simon Woolford for 
their design and graphic skills which have guaranteed that 
the board looks very attractive and professional. 

Nina Smith unveiled the new Information Board along with 

fellow committee members. 

Photo: Keith Woolford 

 

Waymarking 

Committee members have been busy in the County Park waymarking various 

trails.  These have included the Bluebell, Squirrel and Woodpecker Trails.  

Some of the old signs have been replaced and new ones added to help make the 

trails easier to follow. 

The Bluebell and Squirrel Trails have been fully waymarked but there are still 

sections of the Woodpecker Trail that need to be completed. 

 

Promotion Labels 

The Society has purchased a number of labels which have been attached 
to items in the Country Park which have been provided by the LHS.  The 
main reason for doing this is to promote the Society and to let people 
know that the items have been sourced by the LHS and not by other 
providers, e.g. Birmingham City Council. 



Items to which the labels have been attached include the picnic 
tables at the Visitor Centre and the various information boards 
in the Country Park.  They have also been attached to the 
Rednal/Tram Information Board. 
 
Flexible labels have been attached to items like the bike stands 
at the Visitor Centre and near the golf club.  These labels have 
also been attached to the tools that the Society has provided 
for the Habitat Heroes. 

 

Photos: Mike Brooke 

 

News from the Country Park 

Wildfires 
Wildfires have been very much in the news of late.  
There has been one major fire recently on Bilberry Hill.   
 

An abandoned tent and the remains of an open fire 
were found by firefighters. 
 
Fortunately, the site of the fire was accessible, allowing 
fire engines to get close to the seat of the blaze, so 
limiting its extent. Many thanks to the fire fighters from 
Bromsgrove for their excellent work to contain the 
blaze. 
   
 

A comment has been made saying that ‘it could have been much worse’. 
 
Photo: Birmingham Live 

 
 
There have been several smaller fires, possibly linked to 
disposable BBQ’s. 
 
 
 Site of fire on Bilberry Hill   Photo: Jill Harvey 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Photo from the Lickey Hills Country Park Facebook Page 
warning of dangers posed by disposable BBQ’s  
 

 

 
 
 
The number to ring to report sighting of fires and BBQ’s – 0121 454 7810  
For serious fires – please ring 999. 
The number of the Visitor Centre is 0121 303 2463. 
Another number that can be rung – 0121 464 8728 –listed on Birmingham  
Council’s website as Park’s Emergencies 
                

 



Car Parking Charges 
As mentioned in the previous Newsletter, it was planned to introduce the charges in April, that was deferred 
until June and there is currently no indication as to when the charges will be introduced. 
The most recent information indicates that: 
 
Beacon Car Park – charges will apply when the car park is open, (this is an attempt to reduce anti-social 
behaviour). 
Old Rose & Crown Car Park – 24 hour charges will apply. 
Warren Lane Car Park – free before 9.00am and after 6.00pm 
Free parking will be available for Blue Badge holders and volunteers who work in the Country Park. 
 
At the moment, there is no detail as to what the charges will be – payment is likely to be by card or app. 
Double yellow lines will be introduced on a number of roads adjacent to the Country Park. 
 
The above detail may change, time will tell. 
 
The previous Newsletter mentioned the potholes in Warren Lane.  The good news is that many of these 
have been filled. 
 

The Bilberry Centre 
There have been no further developments since the last Newsletter. 
 
New Playground 
If you have visited the Visitor Centre recently, you will have seen that work is underway building the new 
playground.  The work started soon after Easter and was due to be completed in July but unfortunately this 
has not happened.  Various problems have had to be overcome and these have delayed construction.  At 
least some of the frames are now in place for the new swings etc. 
 
All items from the lower playground have been removed as they were well past their ‘sell by date’ and there 
were issues regarding their safety.   
 

Staffing  
A new Ranger Support Officer has been appointed to join the Rangers in the Country Park.  We hope that 
Chloe will enjoy working on the Lickeys and we wish her well. 
 
Ranger Jack Rosa has been promoted from being a Ranger Warden to the post of River Ranger.  He will 
be working with groups along the Rivers Rea and Cole.  Congratulations to Jack on his promotion. 
 

Habitat Heroes 

 
The Heroes have continued to work throughout the summer although on a number of occasions, their 
activities have been restricted by the heat. 
 

One task successfully completed has been at ‘Muddy 
Bottom’ which is on the main bridle path linking the 
Visitor Centre and Barnt Green. 
 
As the photo shows, water was flooding across the 
path due to a blocked culvert.  Pumping took place to 
reduce water levels before the blockage could be 
tackled and eventually the water released.  Silt was 
then removed from the stream bed to reduce the 
likelihood of future flooding. 
 
Repair work subsequently took place on the path to 
rectify the damage caused by the flooding. 
 
 

Flooding at ‘Muddy Bottom’    Photo Nina Smith 
 



Other work has included mending fences, benches, paths and the bridge near the Heritage Orchard.  
Fallen trees have been removed as has bracken on Bilberry Hill. 
 
As always, a special thanks to all members of the Habitat Heroes for continuing to do invaluable work in the 
Country Park. 
 

Proposal for Development by Cala Homes 
 
Members may well be aware of the proposal by Cala Homes to build some 120 homes on land to the east 
of Old Birmingham Road.  The site is currently occupied mostly by Hazy Hill Farm and it covers 
approximately 10.4 ha of which 6.9 ha would be public open space. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The site of the proposed development. 
 
 
Map & Photo:      Cala Homes 

 
 
 

.  

 

 

 

The site is currently considered to be Green Belt Land but Cala are suggesting that it is Grey Belt Land. 

Within the Cala proposal, to qualify as Grey Belt, proposals must meet the Government’s ‘Golden Rules’, 
including delivering affordable homes, infrastructure improvements and publicly accessible green spaces. 

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF 2024) introduced the concept of Grey Belt. This refers to 
parts of the Green Belt that have previously been developed land or do not strongly contribute to the 
purposes of the Green Belt.   

The Society has indicated that it will vigorously oppose the development once a Planning Application is 
submitted. 

Full details of the proposal can be found at  https://cala-lickey.uk/#intro 

https://cala-lickey.uk/#intro


Jim Duggan 

The Society was saddened to learn of the death of Jim Duggan in early 
summer.  Jim was a long-time resident of Rubery where he was a 
prominent member of the local community.  Jim was Chairman of Rubery 
Neighbourhood Watch for ten years and he was also an active member 
of Rubery in Bloom for many years. 

He was a member of the Society and he regularly published our activities 
in the quarterly Neighbourhood Watch Newsletter.  We are naturally very 
grateful to Jim for all of the support that he gave to the Society over the 
years.  Several LHS committee members attended Jim’s funeral. 

Lickey Hills Society Heritage Weekend 

The weekend will take place on Saturday 19 and Sunday 20 September between 11.00am and 4.00pm on 

both days. 

 

 

 

Photo from Senior Ranger, Steve Hinton’s 
WWI & WWII walk – Steve is explaining the 
Gun Proof Range magazine 
 

 

 

 
 

Over the weekend, you will be able to explore the history of the Lickey Hills and the surrounding area.  
There will be displays in the School Room including: 

 Everyday Histories: Exploring daily working life through the ages in our area. 

 References to various aspect relating to WWI in the area 

 The Rubery Hill Asylum Burials in Lickey Church 

 The Country Park before it became a Country Park 

 Elijah Walton’s watercolours of the area in the 1850’s 

 A model of the WWI Bilberry Hill Gun Proof Range 

 
Bilberry Hill Gun Proof Range 

This is ‘hidden’ in the Warren Lane Quarry and normally closed to visitors.  The Quarry will be accessible 
and guides will show the Range and explain the site’s geology. 
 
Guided Walks 

1. ‘The Lickey Hills in the First and Second World Wars’ – Saturday 19 Sept walks at 11.30am and 

1.00pm; on Sunday 20 Sept at 1.30pm 

2.  ‘A Walk Through Time’ – all about the geology of the Lickey Hills – Sunday 20 Sept – 11.00am – 

12.30pm. 

The walks are outdoors within the Country Park and so expect uneven ground, tree roots, mud and slopes.  
Please wear suitable clothes and footwear.  Both walks last around 1.5 to 2 hours.  
 
This is a free event and booking is not required.  The School Room and Quarry are wheelchair accessible 
but the walks are unfortunately not. 


